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mental attachment to democratic ideals failed to withstand the
Bonapartist appeal of benevolent despotism. Michelet and
Quinet? Both were academicians, cultivators of the mystique of
Republicanism rather than effective and realistic craftsmen in
politics: both did much to infuse French Republicanism with a
burning faith in the destiny of the French people. But they
generated forces which others might harness and guide towards
practical achievements without giving a lead themselves. De
Tocqueville? He was a Liberal with a real spirit of liberality,
who saw the meaning of democracy more clearly than his con-
temporaries, yet who shrank back from much that he saw, and
whose active political life was extremely short. None of these
great figures fills the bill. Men like Ledru-Rollin, Garnier-
Pages, Marrast and Arago might have had the faith that moves
mountains, but they had not the political genius that moves
masses of men into action. Radical democracy failed by politi-
cal default.
As will be shown later (Chapter VI) the emergence of the
Fourth Republic since 1944 has been marked by fresh at-
tempts to reconcile the political and social strands of the revolu-
tionary tradition, and to remedy this deep-rooted defect of
inspiring democratic leadership. Will the men of 1944 succeed
where the men of 1870 failed? The founder of the democratic
Republic, as of the modern Radical Party, was L6on Gambetta.
In 1870 it was he who when the gunfire had died away around
Sedan, proclaimed (on 4 September) the end of the Second
Empire, and the dawn of a new Republic. It was a revolution-
ary act, supported as usual by the people of Paris. He was the
direct heir of the revolutionary tradition: and despite his
erratic and disconcerting genius he probably did even more
than Thiers to base the Third Republic on broad democratic
foundations and to infuse it with democratic ideals. The social
bases of the Republic require separate investigation.1
1 The foregoing analysis may serve as an antidote to the ten-
dency of many writers in France and about France to reduce the
effects of the revolutionary tradition to the alleged existence of 'the
two Frances'—the fired} France of Jacobinism and the Revolution and
the 'black9 France of the Counter-Revolution. First elaborated by the

